More than 6 million viewers saw the PBS series. Now, the time has come for a sequel: 
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REFORM 

A new documentary film by the producers of the award-winning PBS series “SCHOOL: The Story of American Public Education

What is really failing, 100% of America's schools, or current efforts at school reform?
In 2001 the federal law called No Child Left Behind launched a sweeping wave of reform. Tough measures originally championed by business leaders and based on free market principles transformed American education. Massive testing, firing teachers, takeovers by private companies, taxpayer-funded online charter schools, closing neighborhood schools, became accepted as education “reform”.  The law known as NCLB will cause more than 80 percent of the nation’s public schools to be declared failures this year. By 2014 it will be nearly 100 percent.  Are U.S. schools truly in a crisis that requires draconian remedies? Has NCLB’s radical approach been shown to work?  Or has it undermined support for public schools – and eroded the system itself?

REFORM the sequel to the 4-part PBS series SCHOOL: The Story of American Public Education narrated by Meryl Streep, will take an unflinching look at the past ten years of school reform and the legacy of No Child Left Behind.  The Baltimore Sun praised the SCHOOL series for bringing “context, clarity and perspective to an emotionally-charged part of our shared national experience”.  The sequel will take the same approach, serving an urgent need by reminding the public about the democratic purposes of our most universal civic institution.

REFORM will be a welcome antidote to the negative media -- including the film “Waiting for Superman” --  that dominate the education debate. Stone Lantern Films’ Sarah Mondale and Sarah Patton spent a decade creating SCHOOL, were educated in public schools themselves, and Mondale has been a public high school teacher for seven years. They will team up with producers and SCHOOL collaborators Vera Aronow and Roger Grange of Turnstone Productions. This film will be based, in part, on the work of Diane Ravitch, author of the The Death and Life of the Great American School System, and other writers and educators who care passionately about public education. 

For information contact Sarah Mondale at (845)368-8780 or sarahm@stonelanternfilms.org  or Vera Aronow at (845)353-2026 or vera@turnstoneprod.com.   REFORM is a coproduction of: 
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